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Perpetual guard on Athens ; time and change,
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Masters and lords of all men, shall be made
To thee that knowest no master and no lord
Servants ; the days that lighten heaven and nights
That darken shall be ministers of thine               1721

V

To attend upon thy glory, the great years
As light-engraven letters of thy name
Writ by the sun's hand on the front of the earth
For world-beholden witness; such a gift
For one fair chaplet of three lives enwreathed
To hang for ever from thy storied shrine,
And this thy steersman fallen with tiller in hand
To stand for ever at thy ship's helm seen,
Shall he that bade their threefold flower be shorn 1730
And laid him low that planted, give thee back
In sign of sweet land reconciled with sea
And heavenlike earth with heaven;   such promise-
pledge

I daughter without mother born of God
To the most woful mother born />f man
Plight for continual comfort,    Hail, and live
Beyond all human hap of mortal doom
Happy; for so my sire hath sworn and I.